LECTUEE TWENTY-SIXTH.

TiLK CONTBOVERSY BETWEEN PLOTINTJS AND
THE GNOSTICS.

THE period of the activity of Plotinus as a teacher
at Eome lasts from 244 to 262 A.D., a period in which
there was great activity of thought in the Church,
and much controversy with the Gnostics and other
1$$$^ who sought to introduce into its doctrine
irtany ^elements harrowed from Eastern religion and
philosophy. Nor can there be any doubt
Plotinus was brought into close contact with
such speculations, and that he had to maintain his
ground against them in the discussions of his school.
Otfeo.-Platonist system was, as we have seen, the
result of Greek philosophy, and its dis-
were tbe natural representatives of the principles
of that pHLpsophy in the defensive war of ancient
Gol;ture Against th$ new ideas that were invading the
world. The echo of these controversies is discernible
not only in the one directly polemical work of Plotinus